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REPORT.

Agreeably to a public notice given out in the several

churches specified in the following Resolution, passed

on the 23d day of November, 1839 :

Resolved, That it be respectfully recommended to the several

congregations of the colored population, of the City of Baltimore

and State of Maryland, to announce, from their several and re

spective pulpits, that a public meeting would be held at the

Bethel school room, in the said City, on Monday evening the 2311)

day of November, 1839, for the purpose of selecting two persons,

as delegates, to visit the province of British Guiana and the

Island of Trinidad, to ascertain the character of the climate, soil,

natural production, and the political and social condition of the

coloured inhabitants of the province and island aforesaid, and

hereafter to report to a public meeting, to be called for that pur

pose, all the information acquired by them, and especially whether

it possesses such advantages as can justify the free coloured popu

lation of this City and State to migrate thither.

In pursuance thereof, a large and respectable number

of the free coloured population of the city of Baltimore

aforesaid, met at the Bethel School-room, in the city of

Baltimore aforesaid, on Monday evening the 25th No

vember, 1839.

The meeting was organized by the appointment of

Thomas Green, as Chairman, and Harrison H. Webb, as

Secretary ; the object of the meeting being fully ex

plained, the following Resolution was oflfered:—

Resolved, That this Meeting now proceed to elect two persons

as delegates, with instructions to proceed first to the Province of

British Guiana, on the continent of South America, and thence

to the Island of Trinidad, and at each of said places to ascertain

the character of the climate, soil, natural productions, and the

political and social condition of the coloured inhabitants of the

Island and Province aforesaid. Said Resolution being adopted,

the Meeting proceeded to elect two persons in conformity thereto,

and after counting all the ballots, the Chairman announced to

the Meeting, that Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price had

received the largest number of votes, and were duly elected dele

gates for the purposes set forth in the foregoing Resolution.
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" Now this is to certify to all to whom it may come, that in pur

suance of the proceedings had in the premises, that the above

named Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price, are duly au-

th ^rized, empowered, and commissioned to proceed to the Pro

vince of Britisli Guiana, and the Island of Trinidad, for the

purpose contemplated and especially set forth by the written and

aforegoing Resolution.

Thomas Green, Chairman.

Test, H. H. Webb, Secretary.

" We the undersigned, cheerfully bear testimony to the uniform

correct deportment of Thomas Green, Chairman of the meeting

referred to in the above proceedings. The persons named as

delegates, Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price, are two of the

most industrious, intelligent, and respectable of our coloured

population, and we hope will be received and treated in the places

they propose visiting, with all the attention and kindness which

the object they have in view entitle them to.

N. Buice, Chief Jtdge, Bolt. City Court.

W. D. G. Worthington, Ax. Judge B. City Court.

U. S. Heath, DM. Judge U. S. Court.

S. C. Leakin, Mayor of the City of Baltimore."

In pursuance of the foregoing resolutions, we, your

delegates, proceeded to Boston, and on the 2 1 st of De

cember, 1 839, sailed for Georgetown, Demerara, in the

province of British Guiana, where we arrived on the

2 1 st January, 1 840. We proceeded to deliver the let

ters which we were the bearers of, to those gentlemen

whom Mr. Carbery had written to, and were received

with all due respect. It was then arranged that we

should pay a visit to his Excellency, Governor Light,

next day at twelve o'clock. At the time appointed, we

were accompanied there by Mr. Bagot, and introduced

to his Excellency, who received us in a manner highly

flattering, and gave us a great deal of important infor

mation, and assured us if we or any of our brethren

should feel disposed to emigrate to Guiana, we might

rely upon his protection and assistance; as much so as

if we were British-born subjects. By appointment, the

same afternoon, we met the Board of Directors of the

Emigration Society, convened expressly to have an in

terview with us.
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The following is from the Royal Gazette, of the 23rd

January.

EMIGRATION SOCIETY.

Extracts from the minutes of the Proceedings of the Board of

Directors.

The Secretary laid over letters from Edward Carbery, Esquire,

one of the 18th December last, was read, and ordered to be pub

lished for general information, being as follows :—

Boston, 18th December, 1839.

"Dear Holmes:—This letter will be handed to you by

Messrs. Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price, who have been

appointed agents by the free coloured people of the State of Ma

ryland, to visit British Guiana, and to report to their brethren

the advantages they are likely to derive from emigrating to that

Colony.

I have agreed with the Baltimore Committee of Immigration,

that the passage of their agents to Demerara, and their expenses

while there, shall be paid, and that sixty dollars shall be allowed

them on account of their return passage to this country. I con

sider myself responsible for the fulfilment of this agreement, and

request you will furnish the necessary funds on my account,

should there be no public resources available.

The visit of Messrs. Peck and Price being connected with a

subject of great importance to the Agricultural Interests of Bri

tish Guiana, I have no doubt every facility will be afforded them

in the accomplishment of their object.

They have consented to quit their families, and to undertake

a long voyage, chiefly on the faith of my representations ; they

have, therefore, peculiar claims upon me, and I cannot too strong

ly recommend them to your kind protection. Ever yours,

J. A. Holmes, Esq. E. Carbery."

The Secretary informed the Board of the arrival in the Colony

of Messrs. Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price, delegates chosen

and appointed by a general meeting of the free coloured popula

tion of the City of Baltimore and State of Maryland, held on

the 25th November, 1839, to proceed to the province of British

Guiana, for the purpose of ascertaining the character of the

climate, soil, its natural productions, and the political and social

condition of the coloured inhabitants of the province, and of re

porting thereon ; and especially whether it possesses such advan

tages as can justify the free coloured population of the aforesaid

City and State, migrating hither.

Messrs. Nathaniel Peck and' Thomas S. Price were then intro

duced at the Board, and laid over their credentials, and the

unanimous expression of the desire of the Hon. Chairman and

Directors to render them every assistance in their power to further
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the important object they have in view, was conveyed to these

gentlemen. And further,

It was Resolved—That a public advertisement be issued, soli

citing the inhabitants generally to afford them, during their in

tended progress throughout the province, every assistance and

kind attention in their power. The Board then adjourned.

(True Extract.) Thomas C. Bagot, Secretary.

The attention of the inhabitants of the Province of British

Guiana, is respectfully directed to the above Resolution of the

Board of Directors of the Voluntary Subscription Immigration

Society ; and any expenses which may be incurred in forwarding

the aforenamed Delegates from place to place, or otherwise, will

be defrayed on application to the Board.

By command, Thos. C. Bagot, Secretary.

We soon found we were amongst friends who tender

ed us the hospitalities of the colony, and made ample

arrangements to facilitate our travels throughout the

colony. We remained in town for several days, suffi

ciently long to have possessed all the information rela

tive to town affairs, manners, customs, &c.

We now undertake to give a faint description of

Georgetown, the capital of the colony. The streets are

all McAdamized, and crossing each other at right angles.

Water street, being the principal business street, is

thronged with people throughout the day ; it is next to

the river and runs parallel with it. The stores are very

large, and well fitted with every article that fancy may

dictate. The dwelling houses, which are frame, are

built at least twenty feet apart, in order to have a free

circulation of air ; and indeed, comfort being always

consulted in the erection of their dwellings, all of them

have large galleries or balconies in front, and many all

around them, with abundant fruit and other ornamental

trees, shrubbery and flowers, constantly dressed in their

never dying foliage. The water used here is rain-water,

falling upon slate roofs, and is conducted by spouts into

cisterns, the most of which are composed of iron plates

or wood—the water is very pure, clear and pleasant

tasted. InGeorgetown,therearetwo Protestant churches;

one Presbyterian ; three Wesleyan Methodist, and one

Catholic ; all of which we visited, and were highly

gratified to find them well attended, and that they had

entirely abolished prejudice from the house of God, as
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well as every where else—persons of colour occupying

pews throughout the church, according to their standing

and ability to purchase, with an ample number of free

pews and seats for strangers and others.

On the first of February, at 10 o'clock, a.m., started

on board the American-built steamer Victoria, in com

pany with a Mr. Wm. Jones, a highly accomplished

gentleman, (the son of an opulent proprietor residing in

England,) who, on the previous evening, had offered to

accompany us to the islands of Legaun and Wakanaam.

He proved of signal service in pointing out to us every

thing of note, and in answering the many questions which

we put to him ; all of which we felt very grateful for,

and on parting, we were provided with letters of intro

duction to every section of the country. We arrived

at Legaun about half past 12, m., where we were kindly

received.

We must now give a short description of the country.

The land is flat, with canals running throughout the cul

tivated portion of the colony ; but these canals furnish

three important purposes : 1st, to drain the land for the

cultivation of sugar, &c. ; 2dly, answers as fences or

boundaries between plantations : 3dly, as means of

transportation for the canes from the fields to the works,

and from the works to the shipping ; hence, there is an

immense saving in animal labour in bringing the pro

duce to market. The country really has quite an ani

mating appearance ; every thing like vegetation grow

ing with the greatest luxuriance ; indeed such is the

fertility of the soil (which wants no manuring) that

everything belonging to a tropical climate grows as if it

were by magic. Oranges, limes, and cocoanuts are in

the greatest abundance. Pine-apples, bananas, plan

tains, mangroves, sappadilloes, guavas, and many other

fruits too tedious to mention. Sweet potatoes, yams,

casava, &c. whilst we also saw Indian corn growing,

of which, there can be three crops raised in the year.

Cabbage, beets, lettuce, cucumbers and tomatoes, with

a great variety of peas and beans, we saw growing,

and partook of the most of these things whilst there.

The sight of all these things, as well as the sugar and



8

coffee being in full bearing and maturity at that season

of the year, can be better imagined than described.

After being on this island three days, and visiting nearly

the whole of it, and being highly gratified, we accepted

the very kind offer of Capt. Williamson, proprietor,

who sent over one of his schooners to convey us to

Wakanaam, where we spent two days, and had ample

opportunity to test their hospitality, (which abounds

everywhere,) and also to gather a great deal of useful

information touching our mission. After spending an

agreeable time on this beautiful island, Capt. W. sent

another of his schooners from the other side of the island,

which landed us at plantation " Good Intent," owned

by Capt. W. From here, after spending a night and

morning, we visited the next estate, " Spring Garden,"

owned by an American gentleman, Mr. Charles Benja

min, who received us with every mark of friendship,

and showed us every part of his beautiful estate, which

is a charming situation, possessing many advantages as

a situation in the country, being on the noble river Es-

sequibo, and the steamer from Georgetown stops here

on her up and down passage, four times each week ;

besides a fountain of never failing water, obtained from

a bore a great depth in the earth. After spending two

days here, being furnished with horses by Mr. Benja

min, who accompanied us some distance on the road, we

started down what is termed the Arabian Coast, for at

least thirty miles, stopping at several estates on our

route, as we were provided with letters of introduction.

This is a most splendid part of the colony, being in a

high state of cultivation, with the exception of many

fields which have been recently thrown out for the want

of labourers, as we found that to be the only complaint

which was prevalent all over the colony ; indeed it was

quite apparent to our view, for there were many acres

of beautiful land only abandoned or thrown out the last

year, and the canes and weeds growing up together ;

and in many fields, particularly at " Spring Garden,"

there were canes decaying for the want of persons

to cut and bring them to the works.

To give a minute description of our travels as written
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down upon our journals, would swell the form of this

pamphlet beyond any reasonable size. That this country

possesses advantages over most other countries, to the

agriculturist, is beyond a doubt or cavil. We will pur

sue a description of our travels a little further, in as

short a space as possible, and then give the substance

of our researches in as concise a manner as possible.

After spending as many days as we thought proper,

and seeing all and everything of importance, conversing

on every occasion with the labourers, not only in their

cottages, but in the field and buildings where they manu

facture the sugar, all of whom expressed their entire sa

tisfaction of their situation, and would be glad to re

ceive any number to help them in the field or works.

After being absent from town ten days, we returned in

the steamboat to Georgetown ; on the wharf we met

with a Mr. Moses Benjamin, the American Consul, who

gave us a pressing invitation to stop at his dwelling,

which was near by, and make it our home, at that or

any other time while we remained in the colony : for

this, as well as many other acts of kindness, he has our

gratitude and best wishes. On the next morning, at

half-past 9 o'clock, we again started on board the same

steamer for New Amsterdam, in Berbice. On board,

we found several gentleman to whom we had been in

troduced before ; also, our friend Mr. M. Benjamin,

who was going on business. He paid us every atten

tion, and introduced us to Mr D. C. Cameron, merchant

of Berbice, who proffered his house as a home, as long

as we might choose to remain in the colony. On the

next morning (our arrival being noticed in the papers)

we were waited upon by many proprietors, as well as

others, all soliciting and seeming anxious for us to pay

a visit to their district first, and furnishing conveyances

abundance.

February \2th.—It being a rainy morning, we could

not fulfil our engagement to breakfast. After 1 2 o'clock

it cleared, and we walked out to " Rye-Head" coffee

estate ; proprietor, Mr. Welshman—returned by the way

of the garrison, and arrived in time for dinner.

1 3th.—After a rainy morning, and through the polite-

B
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ness of Dr. Cameron, we visited several plantations and

returned to town the same day.

\4th.—By arrangement, we started at an early hour

in the morning up the east side of the Berbice river, in

company with Mr. Lang and Mr. Newlands ; after a ride

of about ten miles, we stopped at plantation " Buse's

Lust," where we breakfasted with the gentlemanly ma

nager, Mr. Hicks. From here, we went further up the

river to " Highbury," in a boat belonging to the sheriff,

by invitation from him, to see the Hill-Coolies, natives of

the East Indies, who are a hardy race, but yet in a state

of ignorance, as they cannot be prevailed upon to quit

their idols. At 4 o'clock, we embarked to return to

" Buse's Lust ;" in a short time we started for town, and

arrived in time for dinner. We stopped at Mr. New-

lands, dined with him and spent quite an agreeable

evening with him and his interesting family ; at 1 I

o'clock^ returned to Mr. Cameron's, which was close at

hand.

\bth.—Rained as usual in the morning. 12 o'clock

we again started in a barge, in company with three

gentlemen, to visit an estate, "Standvastighied," which

is about six miles up the river, on the west side—

spent quite an agreeable afternoon and night. Returned

next morning in time for church—went to the Rev.

Mr. Redwar's church, which was well attended. At

3 o'clock, paid a visit to his Sunday School, which is

composed of 250 or 300 scholars, of all ages ; some

learning to read the Bible with spectacles, and repeat

ing their catechism—indeed, it was quite a gratifying

sight, to behold all these people seeking knowledge, it

being only about 1 8 months since the most of them were

emancipated. We left here, to fulfil an engagement out

to dinner. Returned at 10 o'clock.

Monday morning, \7th.—Started again with our

friend Mr. Newlands, in a boat, across the river, to

visit a portion of the west coast, and stopped at his

plantation, " Woodly Park," where we found here, as

every where, the great want of labour. Spent this day

and night very pleasantly. Next morning, started early

for town, where we arrived, highly delighted with our

jaunt.



11

Tuesday 1 8th.—Returned some visits, and made pre

parations to leave the next day in the steamer. At 10

o'clock, the next morning, took leave of our kind friends

and Berbice, and at 5, we were again safe at George

town ; spent one day, there, by invitation, started with

Mr. Butts, who proffered his carriage and company to

visit some of the plantations on the Demerara river.

Stopped on the way at several estates. At length, we

arrived at Mr. Butts' coffee and plaintain estate, where

we saw every thing in order ; had a lunch, then returned

to plantation " Hersterling," a very splendid estate—

Attorney, Mr. Rytemeyer ; Manager, Mr. Rogers. We

parted company with Mr. Butts, who went to town, and

we remained to spend a day at this estate.

It rained all the following day, and we had to keep

the house, which we spent in reading and writing. The

next day, 22d, at 10, cleared off—horses and carriage

being ready, visited several plantations, and stopped at

** Golden Grove," Dr. Rankin, proprietor, who gave us

much encouragement for people to emigate to this

colony. Left here and returned to town, and dined

with Mr. Rytemeyer, attorney for " Hersterling."

Sunday 23d.—Went to Presbyterian church, which

was well attended. In the evening, went to Christ

church, (Protestant) ; here the organ and choir is very

good.

Monday.—Attended the criminal court to witness

some important trials then going on. This court is

composed of three judges, as our courts, and three as

sessors, who must be tax-payers ; are called to take

their place in rotation, without regard to colour. We

saw during our attendance, a coloured gentleman occu

pying that station. Many of the clerks in the public

offices are coloured ; also, tellers in the bank, &c. &c.

We have now got through with nearly all our ex

cursions, and are anxiously waiting to get conveyance to

Trinidad. We are told that we must wait for the steam-

packet, which is daily expected as she is now due.

There is no direct communication between this place

and Trinidad.

On the 28th, dined with Mr. Wishart, a gentleman of
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colour, where we met with several white gentlemen,

and everything was in harmony with their professions.

We spent quite an agreeable evening.

March 1 st.—Sunday forenoon, went to Independent

chapel (Methodist). In the afternoon, to the Catholic,

and in the evening to the Protestant churches.

Wednesday, 4th.—Received a polite invitation from

a Mr. Montaroux, proprietor of " Big Diamond," which

is about eight miles from town, to ride out in his gig,

which he sent by a servant, to breakfast ; then to visit

the " Sand Hills," the beginning of the high land, distant

from George-town not over twenty-five miles ; in a few

minutes we were on the road, and arrived in good time

to breakfast. As soon as the tide served, our boat being

well provided with provisions, as well as everything

else, we set sail with wind and tide in our favour, and

at six we dined, being then near by. At twenty minutes

past six, we landed on a rising ground, which we as

cended, and found ourselves upon a beautiful table-land

of very great space ; this high land being first in the

interior, it is at least sixty or seventy feet above the

rest of the land ; but we are informed the land rises

from this, up, forming beautiful table-lands to a great

extent, which is untouched by the hand or feet of man.

After stopping at Mr. Brotherson's all night, which

was very pleasant and cool, we started the next morning

on the way back ; but, according to promise, our friend,

Mr. Montaroux, made us stop on the way down, to pay

visits to two estates. In order, was plantation, " Vee-

verly force," proprietor Mr. Dodson, who had waited

breakfast for us. Staid here but a short time, then

walked over a very fine road (for which this colony is

famous), to the next estate, with Mr. McClellan, the

manager ; this estate is called " Vrieseland," and we

must say, that this is certainly one of the most delightful

and best cultivated estates in the colony. The cottages

and head-men's houses are extremely comfortable and

handsome ; in fact, every thing and every person wore

quite an animated and cheerful appearance. After

spending some time here, we embarked in our boat,

which had been brought down to this place by the boat
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man ; in a very short time we landed at the " Big Dia

mond," from whence we started, being highly delighted

with our jaunt. We spent quite an agreeable evening

with our friend and his interesting family.

6th.—Rose early and started for town, as we feared

the packet had come in, and we might miss that chance

to get on to Trinidad. On our arrival, found the packet

in—made preparation to start in her for Grenada, which

is the nearest place to Trinidad that the packet touches.

We will now endeavour to give the result of our re

searches. In the first place we will begin with

THE CLTMATE.

It being a part of the rainy season, we therefore saw

it in its worst aspect. The thermometer ranging from

78 to 83 deg. The sun rising in a bank of vapourish

clouds. At seven or eight o'clock, the sea-breeze

springs up from the east, and though it clears the at

mosphere, the sun is by no means as oppressive as we

frequently experience it in June, July, and August. At

the rainy season, at times, it rains very hard for a short

time, stops suddenly and clears up. Sometimes it rains

regular every forenoon, and in the afternoon it is clear :

at another time it rained every night, and in the day

scarcely a shower. On two different days while we

were there, it rained all day.*

THE SOIL.

The soil is a rich alluvial deposit, and is the same

to any depth, which requires no manuring, and every

thing of vegetable nature grows with the greatest luxu

riance. Sugar and coffee being the principal articles

raised for exportation, paying exceedingly well at the

prices they now bring in the British market, it is not

to be wondered at that the whole resources of the co

lony are directed to them alone.

POLITICS.

There is but little noise about politics, as there are

* We were in the colony from the morning of the 21st of January,

until the 10th of March, seven weeks.
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but a few offices within the gift of the people. How

ever, there is existing in Guiana, as well as all other

British dependencies, a law excluding all persons not

born under the British flag from being eligible to office.

However, every man stands on an equality in the eye

of the law.

All criminal cases are tried by a court of three judges

and three assessors ; the assessors are chosen on the

spot, from the tax-payers, without regard to colour.

The only distinction in society is education, character

and wealth, for the higher walks—then gradations down,

according to condition, &c.

Agriculturists are in great demand. Every planta

tion that we were upon (which were many) wanted from

forty to fifty hands to carry on the cultivation already

in operation. The present cultivation does not extend

from the principal seaports over twenty miles in the in

terior, and on both sides of those beautiful rivers, the

Essequibo, Demerara, and Berbice, many advantages

are offered to industrious and enterprising capitalists,

who would embark in the cultivation of vegetables, and

rearing feathered as well as other stock for market,

which would make, at present, a handsome return to

the undertaker.

The government land, according to law, is put up,

upon application, at 5 dollars per acre, and is published

in the papers ; if no one applies to over-bid that sum,

it is then transferred at that price.

Wages paid for labourers and mechanics.—The

field labour is similar to working in corn-fields, and is

done by task of so many feet or yards. The price for

each task is 33 1-3 cents, which, upon most estates, can

be done in four or five hours. We saw a young woman

at an estate called " Success," on the island of Lagaun,

finish her second task by twelve o'clock, and did not

appear at all fatigued. In answer to a question put to

her by us, that she could do three tasks every day,

said if she felt inclined after dinner, she would do

another task. We left her to visit several other estates,

and returned about half-past five in the afternoon, and

learned from her own lips, that she had done the third 
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task about an half hour ; the sun at this time being full

half-hour high ; besides, each family has a very com

fortable cottage to live in, containing generally two

rooms on the first floor, and one above, with as much

ground attached as they can cultivate in vegetables,

and the doctor's bill for attending all on the estates paid

by the proprietor.

On many estates are very fine schools, and would

be many more, could persons be found competent to

the undertaking. There are at present a great many

churches in every direction, and would be many more,

should it be required, as every pi'ofession is tolerated

and encouraged.

Carpenters are in much demand, as well as many

other tradesmen. The wages given is from 1 dollar to

1 dollar 25 cents ; but we are informed by many master

mechanics, that if our people would emigrate there,

they would command higher wages, as they had been

informed, that our workmen could do a great deal more

work in a day than theirs.

Every estate presents quite an imposing appearance.

The sugar works being very large, and all the machinery

propelled by steam-engines ; the proprietors, managers,

and overseers' houses are very fine buildings ; the hand- .

some cottages for the labourers, now being built on an

improved plan, averaging from thirty to sixty in number,

gives them the appearance of a considerable village.

In going through the country, we had occasion to

inquire of the planter, what encouragement he would

give to a number of agriculturists who would under

take to cultivate any amount of land already in cultiva

tion, upon shares. It appeared to meet their entire

approbation ; but before our departure from the colony,

we put certain questions to the Emigration Committee

in writing, upon that subject, as well as others, all of

which were promptly answered.

Questions put to the Committee by your Delegates,

and their answers :—
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Demekara, February 26, 1840.

To the Gentlemen composing the Voluntary Sub

scription Emigration Society.

Sirs ;—We, the undersigned, do respectfully ask the

following questions :—

1. Will the emigrants coining into this colony from

the United States, have the right of choosing their em

ployers, without restraint or drawback from them for

passage money, &c ?

2. What do the gentlemen composing this Society

think of the plan of cultivating certain cane-fields upon

shares : that is to say, take said fields, after being cut,

and keeping up the cultivation and delivery of the canes

at the works ?

3 What portion of the produce should the undertaker

receive as his reward ?

4. If bringing on new fields, what quota of the pro

duce should he receive ?

5. Should the undertaker want advances in money,

on what terms could he procure it ?

6. Should the emigrants bring with them their fur

niture, and provisions for their own use, will the same

be subject to duty ? If so, please present us with a tariff

of duties on such articles ?

With due respect, we remain, gentlemen,

Your most obedient and humble servants,

Nathaniel Peck,

Thomas S. Price.

BRITISH GUIANA.

Extract from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Directors of

the Voluntary Subscription Emigration Society, held at the

Public Buildings, in Georgetown, Demerara.

Monday, March 2, 1840.

The Board resolved that the following answers to the questions

contained in the letter of Messrs. Peck and Price, be communi

cated to those gentlemen.

1. Will the emigrants from the United States have the privi

lege to choose their employers, without restraint or drawback for

passage-money, &c. ?
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Answer.—Emigrants arriving here from the United States or

elsewhere, are free to select their employers. They will be su

perintended by the government Emigration Agent, whose duty

it will be to aid them, when they desire it, in the selection ; to

give them every information as to the localities of the colony, the

rate of wages, the nature of the employment, and all other mat

ters in which they are interested.

The passage money and expenses of maintenance during the

voyage, will be paid for by this Society, for all labouring emi

grants, whether agricultural or mechanical, and no drawback for

them, in any way whatever, will be made.

2. What do the Society think of the plan of cultivating cane-

fields on shares, viz., to give over the fields after being cut—the

undertakers to keep up the cultivation, and deliver the canes at

the works ?

Answer.—The plan here suggested has the Society's entire

approbation.

3. What portion of the produce should the undertakers receive

as reward ?

Answer.—The Society have to observe that the proportion of

the produce to be given to the cultivators, would, in the first

place, depend on the arrangement to be entered into between

them and the proprietor of the land ; which arrangement, in the

second place, will materially depend on the nature of the soil, the

state of the cultivation, the condition of the drainage, and other

local circumstances of the estate The Society, therefore, cannot

declare the proportion definitely, but they give their opinion,

that not less that one-third of the gross produce of the land

would be the remuneration to the cultivators. The proprietor,

however, should have the option of paying the value thereof, in

money, at cash market prices, or according to arrangement.

4. If undertaking new fields, what quota should be received ?

Answer.—Not less than half of the gross produce for the first

crop, and one- third for the succeeding crops. These remunera

tions to be free of deductions.

5. Should the undertaker want advances in money, on what

terms could he procure it ?

Answer.—The Board observes that in their opinion, no diffi-

culty*would arise in procuring advances of money from time to

time from the proprietor, having reference to the progress in qua

lity and quantity of the work undertaken ; but this would also

form a part of the arrangement between the cultivator and pro

prietor.

6. Should emigrants bring out with them their house furniture

and provisions for their own use, will the same be subject to duty?

If so, please present us with a tariff, &c.

Answer.—Beds and bedding and cooking utensils, would be

considered passengers' baggage, and not liable to duty. With

c
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regard to household furniture and provisions, the Board directs

the following tariff of Queen's duty on articles from the United

States, and a list of those free of duty, to be furnished to the

Delegates.

Household furniture, 15 per cent, ad val. Flour, 5 shillings

per barrel. Beef, Pork, Hams and Bacon, 12 shillings per cwt.

Sausages 1\ per cent, ad val. Cheese and Butter 15 per cent,

ad val. Corn, Meal, Biscuit, Pease, Beans, Potatoes, Corn,

Oats, Hay, Rice, fresh Vegetables, fresh Fruit, Horses, Cattle,

Sheep, Hogs, feathered Stock, free of duty. Salt Fish prohibited

altogether.

(a true extract.) Thomas Bagot, Secretary.

It may not be amiss to give you what information we

gathered as to the amount of sugar that an acre will

produce on land that has been in cultivation for thirty

or forty years, without manuring. The estimated

amount is from 2,550/. to 3,400/. and at the prices

it brought to the planter at the time we were there,

was from 6 to 7 dollars per hundred. At the lowest

quantity and price, it would yield 153 dollars per acre.

At the largest amount, 3,400 lbs. at 7 cents, it would

yield 238 dollars ; besides the rum and molasses ; which,

at the prices it was then bringing, say from 30 to 40

cents per gallon, (taking the average quantity and price

to the acre,) would be about 60 dollars more ; and

thirty hands can keep up the cultivation of 100 acres.

Now, we think, the agriculturist has everything to gain

and nothing to lose.

Labourers about the wharves and shipping, can earn

1 dollar per day throughout the year.

Brick and potters' clay are to be found everywhere

in the greatest abundance. The bricks now in use,

(which are imported), are worth 20 dollars per thousand.

There are no potteries in the colony, nor did we see

any stone-ware while there.

Boat-builders and wood-cutters are much in demand,

as well as those who understand sawing ship-timber, &c.

Washwomen, nurses, and sempstresses are in de

mand, and 1 dollar per dozen is paid for washing

clothing.

It may not be unacceptable to the reader to learn the
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prices of some articles, that he may know how to go

vern himself.

House rent, about 100 per cent higher than in Balti

more. Furniture, about the same. Flour from 1 1 to

13 dollars per barrel. Hams, from 16 to 20 cents per

pound. Veal and mutton very scarce ; 25 to 30 cents

per pound. Fresh pork, 20 to 25 cents per pound,

scarce. Beef, 16 cents, and plenty. Butter, from 50

to 60 cents per pound. Coffee 25 to thirty cents, per

pound. Tea, 1 to 2 dollars per pound. Brown sugar,

1 6 cents per pound. Rice, 50 cents per gallon. Sperm

candles, 67 cents per pound. Dipped, 16 to 20 cents

per pound. Chickens, 1 to 1 dollar 50 cents per pair.

Geese, 2 to 2 dollars 50 cents each. Turkeys, from 3

to 5 dollars each. Vegetables, such as grow in this

country, very high.

The prices of all the above articles are by retail ; but

instead of the high prices being a disadvantage, we look

upon them as a decided advantage to the enterprising

producer ; for it is the scarcity of those articles, such

as fowls, &c. that cause those high prices. Let there be

a sufficient number to turn their attention to furnishing

those articles for market, and our word for it, they can

not fail to succeed in making money, and bringing down

the prices.

Clothing of every description is cheaper than in this

country.

Fuel, in town, is within the reach of the poorest ; is

sold at many places, as low as 8 cents worth, and is only

used for cooking. On plantations, it can be had for the

trouble of cutting it. Therefore, although the high

prices of various articles of food, may, at the first, glance,

appear discouraging to the emigrant, yet we do not

hesitate to declare, that they are reduced even below

the level of prices in this country, when we consider

that in Guiana, the labourers on the plantations, have

neither house-rent, doctors' charges or schooling for

his children to pay ; while the expense of fuel is saved,

and the cost of clothing diminished more than one-half.

But in order to give a clear and distinct view of the

colony and its resources, let us imagine a large and ex
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tensive country, with the most luxuriant soil, capable

ofproducing everything that grows in a tropical region,

and that all the cultivation is confined to the borders of

the sea-coast, or along the margin of three mighty rivers.

The first in order, and the largest and most impor

tant, is the Essequibo, which is navigable for 250 miles;

at the mouth of which, stand the two beautiful islands,

Legaun and Wakanaam, which alone are capable of re

ceiving an addition of many thousand emigrants. The

Arabian coast, the acknowledged garden spot of the co

lony, is we believe, equally, if not more healthy than

Baltimore. This coast, which is in a high state of cul

tivation, is now prepared to receive an addition of some

thousand emigrants ; who would be at once in comfort

able situations.

The next river is the Demarara, upon which, near

the entrance, stands Georgetown, the capital of the

colony, and the principal sea-port. This river runs in

a serpentine course into the interior, to a very great

extent. The cultivation, bending on this river, does

not extend more than twenty miles from the principal

sea-port.

The Berbice river is the next, but not the least, it

runs nearly parallel with the two former, but to a greater

extent than the latter. The cultivation on this river

does not extend from the port of shipment (which is

New Amsterdam, in Berbice) over twelve miles. Hence,

it is easy to discover the many advantages that this

country possesses in a great degree for the enterprising

agriculturalist.

A large amount of the very best land is lying idle,

and a great portion, (thousands of acres, bordering on

those rivers, where vessels of 250 tons can ascend for at

least 200 miles, is entirely without cultivation. The in

viting aspect of the country is at once observable to any

one having the most contracted ideas of agriculture.

The timber upon this land is of the most precious

kind, and is suitable for furniture, as it is susceptible of

a very high polish. There are several establishments in

the interior for cutting and exporting this timber, with

several steam saw-mills, to convert it into plank, &c.
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Numerical Bill of mortality for the years 1837, 1838, and 1839.

Population trifle less than 1 5,000, in Georgetown.

WHITE COLOURED

INHABITANTS. INHABITANTS. TOTAL.

1837 174 490 664

1838 138 547 685

1839 135 476 611

447 1,513 1,960

The following letter was received in answer to ques

tions propounded by us, relative to the prices of land.

Georgetown, British Guiana, March 9, 1840.

Messrs. Nathaniel Peck and Thomas S. Price.

Dkar Sirs :—Tn reply to your inquiry respecting the

price of land in Essequibo, I beg leave to say, that to

parties who would engage to erect dwellings, and settle

on Great Troolie Island, where I have about 1 ,200 acres,

of a soil equal to any in the colony, and superior to a

greater part of it, I would now sell at from 1 5 dollars to

40 dollars per acre, in proportion to the distance from

the water-side. This land I would engage to afford the

means of drainage by one or more kokers, as might be

found requisite, the drains to be made and kept free by

the purchasers.

The land I have reference to, is on the windward or

east side of the island ; has been, in former times, in

cultivation, and could be drained and again put in cul

tivation, at much less expense than new land, with

heavy wood upon it. Should the purchasers be dis

posed to provide kokers for drainage for themselves, a

deduction of 25 per cent, could be made from the price

named. The land on the leeward side of the island,

w hich has never been in cultivation, I would sell at

from 10 to 30 dollars per acre, in proportion to its dis

tance from the water-side, the purchasers draining it

themselves. I should not be disposed to make a com

mencement of a sale in this way, unless fifty acres

could be sold at once, and in lots of not less than five

acres, and the purchasers to be bound to enclose their

respective lots by a fence, or trench sufficiently wide

to answer the purpose of confining within their own
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limits any live-stock they might keep. My terms would

be, one-half the purchase money on giving possession,

and title, and the other half, in two equal annual in

stalments, say in one and two years. The latter half

might be paid in agricultural labour, at the current

rate of wages, if agreeable to the purchaser.

The offer hereby made, I should consider binding

on me until twenty thousand emigrants have arrived

here, after this date, or at any rate for twelve months

from date, unless I made a sale of the whole, in the

meantime, to one party. This right I am not willing

to shut myself out of.

Remaining, dear sirs, your very obedient servant,

Charles Benjamin.

On the afternoon of the 10th of March, every thing

being ready, we took our departure from Georgetown,

on board the steam-packet, Captain Lunn, for Grenada.

We arrived at Grenada, after a passage of fifty-six hours,

on the night of the 12th, procured lodgings, and at the

end of four days procured passage in a small sloop, the

Governor Doyle, for Trinidad, where we arrived on

the night of the 17th; procured lodging, by the assist

ance of a friend, and the next morning, walked out

early—returned to breakfast, and learned that Messrs.

Bushe, Losh, and Johnson, had called to see us. Shortly

after, we met them on the street—they welcomed us to

Trinidad, and Mr. Bushe invited us to his dwelling.

It was now arranged that we should be accommodated

with conveyance to the country on the 20th. We spent

the two days in town, to the best advantage, in order

to find out as many of the emigrants as possible, who

had come out in the Metamora and Archer, and to

learn from them how they liked the island. We met

three or four, who had remained in town ; they gave

rather an unfavourable account of it. As they were

mechanics, they no doubt went out with rather too

high-wrought expectations. Their complaint was, that

they did not receive as much for their labour, per day,

as they did in the United States, and their board was
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high ; tradesmen were not in demand. These persons

were all unknown to us, except one, whom Mr. Peck

knew ; therefore we could not rely entirely upon what

we heard.

Early on the morning of the 20th, by the kindness of

Messrs. Bush and Losh, we were furnished with a horse

and gig, and proceeded through a delightful partof the

country, and were accompanied by those gentlemen.

After travelling about six miles, we stopped at Mr.

Jackson's, who received us in the kindest manner.

He is the proprietor of an extensive plantation. He

invited us to breakfast the next morning, and to take

a look at another portion of the island. After spend

ing a short time here, we again set out, four or five

miles further, to one of Mr. Bushe's estates, where we

breakfasted.

Here, we saw a number of the emigrants, and con

versed with them ; some few were dissatisfied. The

reasons they gave for it, were these : That they sold

their furniture in the States, for little or nothing ; and

when they went to purchase there, they found every

thing much higher than in this country. The churches

being a good distance from some of them, was another

cause of complaint ; others, with the price of pro

visions. We endeavoured to convince them of the

necessity of undergoing some difficulty and privations,

which is a sure attendant upon all such changes ; but

although we did not see as many advantages as we had

witnessed in Guiana, yet this island possesses many

advantages over the United States, for the industrious

man of colour. At this place we met two carpenters

from New York, who said they were satisfied, and

were doing well.

We then went further on, to another of Mr. Bushe's

estates, where there were more of the emigrants, who

appeared to be in better spirits ; in fact, they appeared

determined to surmount all temporary difficulties, and

show what can be done. They had planted gardens of

many vegetables ; such as grow in this country, and

they appear to be thriving. Corn grows luxuriantly,

and three crops a year can be had from the same field.
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After spending a considerable time here we returned to

town, highly gratified. By invitation, we dined with

Mr. Bushe, where we met several gentlemen, who gave

us every encouragement to emigrate to that island.

The next day, through the kindness of Messrs. Bushe

and Losh, we were furnished with horses ; a young

gentleman also accompanied us. We started to fulfil

an engagement with Mr. Jackson, where we arrived in a

short time, and then rode with him through his exten

sive plantation, which, like all others, is in want of la

bourers to keep up the cultivation. After breakfast,

our horses being ready, we set out through a beautiful

valley to a cocoa plantation, owned by Mr. Jackson. It

is a delightful retreat, with a fine house upon it ; this

he offers to any respectable party upon advantageous

terms—either to sell, lease, or work it upon shares. On

the same property, is erected a mill, turned by water,

to grind arrow-root, for starch. This place has been in

arrow-root, and would take but little trouble to cultivate

it again. After spending quite an agreeable time, we

took leave of our friend, and arrived in town before sun

set.

The next day, being Sunday, breakfasted with Mr.

Bushe ; while there, were Avaited upon by a committee

of four gentlemen, requesting us to prolong our visit, in

order to partake of a public dinner, which they ten

dered us. The list shown us, was signed by some of

the most respectable and wealthiest of the citizens ; but

as we were then circumstanced, having made arrange

ments with a captain, in conjunction with Messrs. Smith

and Shorter, (who were delegates from Annapolis,) we

could not revoke our engagement to start.

Monday afternoon at 4 o'clock, set sail from Trinidad

in the sloop Phoebe, for St. Thomas, in order to get pas

sage home, as there are seldom vessels direct from this

port to the United States. We arrived at St. Thomas,

the Sunday following.

On Tuesday, 31st March, sailed from St. Thomas in

the brig Norfolk, Captain Matthews, for Philadelphia,

where we arrived on the 11th of April.
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Pricesofarticles, andpricesgiven tofield-labourers.

—The price per task, is 50 cents, and three tasks has,

and can be done by the American emigrant. Flour, 1 1

to 13 dollars per barrel. Bacon, 16 to 20 cents per

pound. Fresh Beef, 10 cents per pound. Brown sugar,

12 1-2 cents per pound. Loaf sugar, 16 to 20 cents

per pound. Butter, 50 to 60 cents per pound. Coffee,

25 to 30 cents per pound. Tea, 1 to 2 dollars per

pound. Rice, 6 or 7 cents per pound Veal and Mut

ton, 20 to 25 cents per pound, and scarce. Fowls,

1 50 to 2 dollars per pair. Geese, 1 50 to 2 dollars

each. Turkeys, 1 50 to 2 50 each.

The great difference between Guiana and Trinidad is

very perceptible on the estates. In Guiana, every

estate has the appearance of a manufacturing village.

In Trinidad, the works, &c. upon estates, are on a very

small scale, and the lack of that animation and life,

which is every where found in Guiana at the time of

making sugar. In Guiana, all the works are propelled

by steam-engines, and the mill is fed by the same power.

The workman's labour is lightened in many ways by it.

In Trinidad, most of the works are propelled by mules,

or water, and the manual labour is greater. The

labourers' cottages, in general, are much more spacious

and comfortable in Guiana, than those now in use in

Trinidad. In conclusion, we unhesitatingly say, that

Trinidad is a fine and beautiful island, and possesses

many advantages to the agriculturist, over the United

States, but is in want of but few, if any mechanics.

As there appears a desire among many persons, to

know whether we intend to settle in either of those

places, and which of the two we preferred, we thought

it advisable to get through with the report to the pub

lic meetings, before we declare our intentions. We

now declare our preference for Guiana.

Nathaniel Peck,

Thomas S. Price.
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